CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 


March 31, 1961 


To: Fred Blackwell 
From? Henry Anderson 


Subject: Chronology of Events, Imperial Valley, Califania 


I. - Previous Attempts to Organize Agricultural Workers 


1928: Union of United Workers of Imperial Valley (later, 
the Mexican Mutual Aid Society). Broken by wholesale arrests 
without warrant; excessive bail; disraption of workers' meetings 
by sheriff. (Reference: Paul S. Taylor, Mexican Labor in the 
United States, Vol. 6, Part 1, pp. 8-52, passim.) 


1929: Fruit and Vegetable Workers't Union, Local 18016, AFL. 
Strike; broken. 


1930: Agriculturel Workers Industrial Union. Raids; 103 
arrests; 8 leaders convicted; “county purchased more tear-gas 
guns, shells, and bombs then ever before." (Reference: Stuart 
Jamieson, Labor Unionism in American Agrtculture. U.S. Department 


of Labor, 195, p. 77.) 


1933-34: Union of Mexican Field Workers, and Cannery and 
Arericultural Workers Industrial Union. Raids; 07 arrests; ACLU 
attorney abducted; tear-gas bombing; workers' shacks burned; 
2,000 homeless. (Reference: C. McWilliams, Factories in the 
Fie ld. 1939,:pp,. 22-5.) EE Sneath 


1935: Vegetable Packers Association, Local 18211, AFL. 
Strikebreakers députized and armed; two pickets murdered; workers 
"hunted from the public streets like dogs" by State Highway 
Patrolmen. (Reference: LaFollette Committee Hearings, Part 55, 
bp. 20199.) 


1938: International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
Strikeof hayitoaders; broken. 


1939-40: United Cannery, Agricultural, Packing, and Allied 
Workers of America, CIO. Strike of packingshed workers; broken. 


1950-51: National Farm Labor Union, AFL (later, National 
Agricultural Workers Union). Strike of cantaloupe wotkers; 
broken by unrestticted use of wetbacks and braceros, 


i . 
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1955: United Packinghouse Workers of America, CIO, Local 
78. Attempt to organize lettuce workers; broken by unrestricted 
use of braceros. 


1959: UPWA, AFL-CIO, 7: 8, Same as 19 


TI. 1960-61 Strike. 


Christmas Eve, 1960: SOO lettuce workers join UPWA at 
Fl Centro mass re eting, vote to demand $1.25 per hour. Growers 
sav. they “could not’ increase the 90 cent hourly wage now «and 
still compete with lettuce growing sreas of other states.' 
(Note: 80% of country's winter lettuce grown in Imperial Valley.) 
Growers assert “the Peckinghouse wrkers organizing efforts 
signalled a break with the Agricultural Workers Orcenizing 
Committee.” (S.F. Ghroniele, Dec. 25; 1960.) 


Janvary 5: 500 workers attend rally in Calexico. Agree 
on “demonstration' the next dey, strike beginning January 16 
if demands. are ignored. AWOO joins with UPWA in organising 


drive. 


Jenuery 5: CONCILIATOR TRIFS TO PREVENT STRIKE IN LETTUCE 
7, 


FIFIDS (San DiegoUnion) (Grewers refuse to meet with representa- 
tive of California Department of Industrial Relations.) 


January 6: 100-600. workers, in 108 automobiles, tour 
Valley in one-dsy demonstration. 
UNION CALIS’ DEMOWSTRATION SUCCESS 
"iG FIZZLED" CLAIMS: GROWER 
(Imperial Valley Press) 
Januery 7: .Norwan Smith, AWOC Director, and Clive Knowles, 
UPWA representative, wire Goverror Brown of “imminent danger of 
a major struggle between growers and workers” and ask him to use 
good offices to affect settlement. 


January 9: LETTUCE. GROWERS HIT. PIE A TO BROW 
",»ethere is no dispute between the growers and the 
harvest workers." (San Diege Union.) 


January 10: Unions broaden demands to include union 
recocnition; establishment ef unionhiring halls; 10-minute rest 
periods; and sanitary facilities in fields. (S.F. Chronicle) 


Jdanuary’l10: Unions wire Secretary of labor James P. 
Mitchell requesting. “an investigation of the abuse of Public Law 
78 in. connection withthe five hundred or more Mexican Nationals 
ache on ~1 Centro Farm Placement Service records as domiciled in 
Mexiecoess 


January. 10; al Valley Lettuce Grower-Shipper Associa- 
tion, distributes :he : "STPID WORKERS! IR ARN THE TRUTH <= 
DON'T BH. MISLED BY FALSE CLAIMS, DON'T LEY LIES, CHEAT YOU: OUT 
OF ‘YOUR RIGHT -T0 WORK e 


BRACERO PAWN IN LABOR FIGHT (L.A. Mirror) 


January 1 MANY MEXICAN PARM WORKERS PIND BRACERO IS 
THEIR ENEMY oA. Mirror) 


January 13: FARM UNION, GROWERS SFT POR SHG DOWN MONDAY 
Marron) 


January 15: Bruce Church lettuce 
open soup kitchen in.Zl Centro, 


January 1 600 BRACHRO® WITHDRAWN IN LETTUCE PRM STRIKES 
NATIONALS TAKEN FROM CHURCH CO, ? EMPLOYMPN? CHIFF SAYS. RANCH WORK 
CktwW WOT ANTHORIZED. (Imperial Valley Press) Judge Filmer Heald 
restrains picketing at Church Ranch, 

January 16: Tederel officials todavordered Imperisl] Valley 

1ce sFrowers faxicen farm workers who cross the 


4 


daily, © ride housing for them. “ ($.F. Chronicle) 


January 16: UNION PICK & STRIKE JA@ESON FIFLD; “TRIVGS 
FAILING APART” -- GROWER al Valley Press.) Strike #t 
Charles Freedman Co. Judge. Rimey Heald enjoins picketing at 

Freedman fields, 


ry. 19f © Striles at Royal Packing So, sndd.dCrosetti Co. 


var IaAVry el? GROWERS, ETTLIZER PROTEST TACTE i 
METHODS: HIT: IN MESSAGES. (Brawle ty News< Press. ) ns 
Committee to Save the Harvest formed....Wires of protest acainst 
“unprecedented action jeopardizing the harvest of $21 million worth 
of food" sent to Iyndon Johnson, Robert *ennedy, Desr Rusk, 
Sam Rayburn, Francis E. Welter, and others. 200 "business and 
professonal meh, students, and housewives” work in Bruce Church 
Co. fields. 


January 22: "We saw the ‘big lie’ technicue worked by Hitler 
and Mussolini.. We #sse it used by Nikita Khrushchev and his Communist 
cohorts, .But we don't like te see it used here...(by) the labor 
unions.” (Brawley News-Press.) 


January 25:. Unions demand removal of all braceros from Imper- 
inl Valley "before an explosion occurs"; complain of increasing 
vigilantism and threats to union organizers; criticize USDL for 
permisting "use of braterog as pawns in e gome of delsy and ape deel 
(I.A, Mirror.) Glenn Brockway of USDL warns growers they may los 
certifications "if they persist in using braceros as yaricdiukaves 
(L.A.Times. ) 


" 
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LETTUCE FARM STRIKE PART OF DELIBERATE UNIOW PLAN 


JACKSON. } ) LOSES BRACEROS (Imperial ValleyPress) 


+ Imperial Valley Lettuce Growers and Shippers 
n wires Governor Brow: "If the conditions wich now 
t the Imperial Valley are condoned by your administration 
alone willbe responsible for the rnination of the State's 
‘sest industry." 
272 UNIONS STRIF AGAIN: PICKET LIN® HITS BED ANTLE 


Jel 


(Ieperial Valley penn) 


EMONETRATTON. TS PLANEFD?: GARAVA™ 


Ay SACRAMENTO ( Ibid.) 


Judge Blmer Heald issve: permanent injunction 
ohibiting union sprigan te che Church and Freedman fields,: on 
unde “the union. erganiz: attempt was intended te subvert and 
lify Public Law 78 <- and Lereree was for an unlawful purpose." 
28: Gevernor Brown asve “Labor Secretary Arthur Gold- 
federal regulations governing hiring practices 
growers in the Imverial Valleyi.." (TPT) 


Advance the Valley Seoenomy 
» in part, "eeslt ts shameful 
heing the richest ecrievitural 
the example of the Lowest 
k We 'Aia not helteve that 
the rights of any worker win tries to 
Gy 3 tter his working conditions .. 
cannot ‘attract and nin a Spode labor pool 6n low-quality 
wamese: eseea living wage ate > Livin: ware spent ei the Imper- 
ial Valley is the‘only meth ; ain the prosperity and security 
we all ‘sesk.' 
Jan. 28: Growers’ associatian wires Arthur 
a meeting "so that a clesr eut policy and clarifi 
cedural practices...can be formulated.” 


GAIN GROUND ON NEW RULING; "STRIKE" 
“OPPICIATE LIMIT US® OF -BRACHEROS IN: 8 


s-Press.) 
£POSs 


mise 


Jane. 31:. FARMER TREK T0 EL “CENTRO STARTS «AT BURA CIty 
(Marysville Appeal-Der 


February 1: EDERAL: JUDGE MODIFIES U.S. RULING ON LETTUCE 
BRACFROS. (Stockton f é HIPTING BRACEROS OKFHED (facramento Union) 


pis 


Feb. 21 350 domestic workers sit downéutside the gates of 
the Danny Dannenberg bracero camp, preventing egress to about 
600 of 1,200 braceros billeted in the camp. Sheriff Herbert 
Hushes deputizes 100 men, who patrol the area with shotguns, 
pistois, rifles; and clubs. Several strikers sre shoved.to the 
ground oy deputies. 15 AWOC end UPWA leaders are errested and 
booked on charges of unlawirul assembly (Note: other newspaper 
reports vary: from 13 to 20 arrests! as many as 600 workers 
involved; as few'as 50 deputies on nend; ete.) Ba: * 2¢2.<** 


Feb. 3: “fhe Mexican government ordered the removal of the 
braceros from the Vannenberg camp, and. they were taken to the Imper- 
fal Velley Farmers ASsn. camp in Brawley... 

"On orders from his government's embassy in Washing- 
ton, Mexican Counsel (sic) Huhberto Martinez asked the removal 
of the 2,023 Mexi¢ans from 15 ranches which have beenstruck by the 
inloens. The orders were delivered in person by Martinez to Udward 

i¢neger of the’ Farmers! Assn., who said he “declined 

tale action" on the orders... 

"The U.8.. Department of Labor has still m 
determination of its own es to whether Mexican aware: 
allowed to eontimie working et the struck ranches." 

(Los Angelss 


Heb. 3:  FARME rg 
GROWERS STALL MOVE £O WITHDRAW 2,00 ‘CEHOS » 
arnounced in a fullepage ad in Hexicali Large 


that under no circumstances would they surrender 
(Los Angeles Mirror) 


meee ee 


Feb. 3: "An attorney for the Imperial Valley Lettuce Growers 
Associntion vesterday urged 500 California farmer some with 
nistols strapped to thelr sides -=- 'not to try to 
yor own hands! in dealing with. labor organizers, 

McDaniel said if violence occurs, it is likely to result In demand 
fro the Mexican censul for the’ return toMexiec P bra ceros now 
Working in valley fields.” (fan DOL 

Feb. it. Mexican embassy cont 
"urgently requests removal of braceros 
their own safety." 

S: All lettuce harvesting stopped for three days 
rable prices in Eastern markets. 


Fabs 53. Secretary of Labor Goldberg asks growers 
unions to meet with his personal representative. Both sides 
agree. “Pending a report on the meeting, the department said it will 


postpone its decision to removeimported Mexican farm workers from 
the struck fields. # # # Friday the Labor Department (had) 
announced it (would) withdraw the 1,73) Mexican farmworkers on 
25,000 acres == two-thirddY of the valley's total lettuce 

acreage =- now. being struck by union organizers. The decision 
dismay: :d' the growers, andelated the United reckinghowe Workers 
nd Agricultural Workers Organizing Conmittee..." (Long Beech 
independent Pre s-Telegram) “Goldberg..ssaid a request of the 
Mexican. embassy in Washington to remove the braceros would be 
held tin sbeyance! until he receives a report on. Monday’ 
meeting." (Portland Orezon Journal) 
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ET TO RESOLVE STRIKES’ IN LETTUCE; ¢ 
’ A omni Re ais 5 seabed aie ail 
(Los Anreies: neraia anc ROP SS ) 
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STRIKE. CONTINUE 
Imperia. Lley Parmers 
to pos: for. pictures with 

nization director of the 


AED i cP Da NOE Nk 
4 ae a os | 
Union) 
Ne Be 


,RERG A OPS 


ennonnced 


fexican nationals Cornceros ) involved 
ter,” (San Bernardino Telegram) 


February 


PrORLeS & ge Bullet! 


TW By T CENT RB 
istrators ¥ 
uo the Prueckus + four injured 


evier pre y oh spital ; ‘eotmen (lueson | Ster.) Rane: 
February 103 idstar FAIL: TOP UNTOW LEADERS: 6 SFIZED IMRAID 
OW FL CENTRO HALL (Les Anceles’ Examiner) Bal: ¢7, Soe) eure 


February 12: UNIONS RFRBUPFED IN COAST DISPUTH.. "Two labor 
untona appeared to be bucking heavy odds this week es their month 
old drive to recruit farm workers begeed down in the lettuce fields 


* 


of Imperial Valley." (New York Times.) 


~ J« 


February 16: 3,000 ACRES OF LETTUCE BEING PLOWED UNDER. 
(L.A.Times) "A spokesman for the growers said the low wholesale 
prise for lettuce Wos the bipeest reason.” (S.F.Chroniole) 


AWOC PROMISES TO MOVE:.UP VALLE 

TTUCE STRIKE BROKEN "A Farm labor organ 

at dupecial Valley lettuce’ growers broke 

U , Workers, AF 

¢ oul¢ on the 1‘ struck lettuce ranches 
Goldberg deeides the bracer ssue under Public Law 76 
fact that mést of the $18 nillion lettuce crop: has moved 
(Lodi 


representst ives picket Imperial 
dliminary hearing on workers 


un 


end 


Growers wire protests 


a serious 
power 
food= 


( Brow? f onsideration of 
impact onCalifornia | of any ruli sn Mexican labor.” 


March.1: GOLDBERG DEPENDS POLICY (Santa Rosa. Press-Democrat) 


March. 2: "thpe ri Valley's strikesharrassed vegetable 
growers Wednesday obdt: 4. from Superior Godge Fimer Heald a. tempor 
ary order restraining allunion picketing at every vegetable field 
in Imperial County... immediately after the order was issued, 18 
growers left by piane for Washington, DV C., for further hearings 


with U.&i Lebor Secretary Goldberg..." © (Les 


; Narch 33. GOLDBERG SAYS STRIKE MEATCO.RELATIONS. 

fori Mexican government has 4 that 2, 600 of .4ts efitizens 
workingin Gelifernia..sbe pulled t or the ir jobs on farms involved 

in a labor dispute. “Goldbers said he has been stalling the request 

for a month in. the belief he could settle the dispute. As ea result 
ssethe Mexican ambassador to the U.S. issued an ultimatum which expires 
today, Lara ntebnatey to lodge a formal government~- -to-government protest.’ 


(San Jose Mercury 


ster) 
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AWAIT GOLDBERG RRACFRO 
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John Livingston 


Franz Dentel 


Norman Smith 


